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If there were a year to test the commitment of the Dragons 
to be the best recreational soccer club in Ottawa, it was 
2020! The Covd-19 virus presented challenges to 
recruitment, planning, player safety, parent engagement, 
and our club finances. I am very happy and proud to say 
that we were able to overcome all of those challenges to 
bring 100% FUN Soccer to 775 dragons this year! 
 

Because of our very committed board of directors, our new 
office administrator and the dedication of our coaches, I 
am confident that the Dragons had the most successful 
soccer season of any club in Ottawa. While many clubs shut 
down their recreational divisions to focus on developing 
their competitive squads in a ‘practice only’ environment, 
the Dragons innovated with creative field markings, a 
comprehensive return to play plan, a crisis management team who met daily to manage any emerging issues, and 
additional tools and support for coaches, new and old. We practiced every week in July and played games every week in 
August, all without a single transmission of Covid-19. Safe and 100% FUN Soccer!  
 

The result? The Dragons exceeded every goal we set for 2020! Over 90% of our dragons said they had a very good or 
excellent time playing soccer this summer, a 6-percentage point increase over last year and 4 points over our ambitious 
target. Our coaches received incredibly-high ratings of 98% and 99% approval in all Fun Integration categories, bringing 
an ideal environment for our children to grow and love the sport. We even exceeded our operational objectives to 
provide balanced teams (playing with their friends, of course!), great fields, timely and clear communication, good 
referees, and appropriate equipment.    
 

We also had to overcome some operational and club challenges this year. Our office manager, Bridget Edwards, retired, 
and we quickly hired Currie Armstrong to keep everything running just while we were ‘going live’ with our July practices. 
We brought aboard three new volunteer board members to fill key vacancies, and we leveraged government bursaries 
and funding to help limit our losses while reducing our player fees. Our commitment to 100% Fun recreational soccer 
also led to two difficult board decisions for the club: 

1. The Dragons will accept an operational loss of approximately $80,000 for this season given that our registrations 
were about 50% of normal levels because of the pandemic. This will reduce our savings significantly. 

2. The Dragons have given notice to the Ottawa Gloucester Soccer Club (OGSC) that we will be withdrawing from 
the OGSC, effective January 2021. The competitive part of the OGSC, the Hornets, have started recreational 
programs which compete with ours, and we were unable to find a solution to work together within the club. 

  
In 2021, the Dragons will continue to focus on 100% Fun Soccer while we explore strategies for an expanded 
recreational league in Gloucester and Ottawa. 
 

A very big thank you to the 200+ volunteers who make the Dragons the best recreational soccer club in Ottawa! Without 
you we simply could not provide our kids with soccer every summer. Also, thank you to our volunteer board of directors 
who have invested countless hours to support our community. Finally, thank you Bridget Edmonds, Currie Armstrong, 
Jason Gauthier and Emma Leblanc, our staff who work tirelessly to coordinate our refs, teams, players, fields, and board 
members. Thank you all. 
 

Yours in 100% Fun Soccer,  
 

Bill Coleman 
Chairman, 2020 


